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are shy; words do not come to them with ease, when words
are required, among any but their accustomed associates.
Social meetings are periods of penance to them, and any
appearance in public will unnerve them. They go much
about alone, and blush when women speak to them. In
truth, they are not as yet men, whatever the number may
be of their years; and, as they are no longer boys, the world
has found for them the ungraceful name of the hobbledehoy.
But the hobbledehoy, though he blushes when women
address him, and is uneasy even when he is near them,
though he is not master of his limbs in a ball-room, and is
hardly master of his tongue at any time, is the most eloquent
of beings, and especially eloquent among beautiful women.
He enjoys all the triumphs of a Don Juan, without any of
Don Juan's heartlessness, and is able to conquer in all
encounters, through the force of his wit and the sweetness
of his voice. But this eloquence is heard only by his own
inner ears, and these triumphs are the triumphs of his
imagination.
The true hobbledehoy is much alone, not being greatly
given to social intercourse even with other hobbledehoys;
he wanders about in solitude, taking long walks, in which
he dreams of those successes which are so far removed from
his powers of achievement. Out in the fields, with his Stick
in his hand, he is very eloquent, cutting off the heads of the
springing summer weeds, as he practises his oratory with
energy.
Such hobbledehoys receive but little petting, unless it be
from a mother; and such a hobbledehoy was John Eames
when he was sent away from GueStwick to begin his life in
the big room of a public office in London.
At several points this passage anticipates almost word for
word the Autobiography which Trollope was to write fourteen
years later. Can there be any doubt that, juSt as Charley Tudor
had been the author's self in circumstance but not in physical
attributes or character, so Johnny Eames was Trollope's idea
of the type of young man that he himself had been, but one